
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 10, 2024 

 

Supplemental Reports & Communications indicate items received after the Agenda Packet was 
published or at the meeting. 

4. VISITOR COMMUNICATION 

1. David Bachtel: Opposition to location of RV Park 

2. Charlie Stevens – Better Living in Sisters (BLIS): Opposition to the current TA24-01 text 
amendment proposal 

3. Ronni Dugg - Three Sisters Historical Society: Opposition to TA24-01 due to historic Conklin 
House 

4. Rodney Cooper: Proclamation for Patriot Day 

 



City Council Regular Meeting 
July 10, 2024 

Supplemental Reports: 4. Visitor Communications



City Council Regular Meeting 
July 10, 2024 

Supplemental Reports: 4. Visitor Communications



City Council Regular Meeting 
July 10, 2024 

Supplemental Reports: 4. Visitor Communications



City Council Regular Meeting 
July 10, 2024 

Supplemental Reports: 4. Visitor Communications



City Council Regular Meeting 
July 10, 2024 

Supplemental Reports: 4. Visitor Communications



City Council Regular Meeting 
July 10, 2024 

Supplemental Reports: 4. Visitor Communications



City Council Regular Meeting 
July 10, 2024 

Supplemental Reports: 4. Visitor Communications



July 9, 2024 

To the Sisters City Council 

The Three Sisters Historical Society and Museum opposes the approval of the Sun Ranch Tourist 
Commercial District text amendments.  Our opposition is solely because the changes being proposed 
jeopardize the protection of the historic Conklin House from destruction.  The house has much historic 
significance as outlined below.  

1. The Conklin house was built circa 1940 on property purchased from The Richardson’s by Ethel
Hitchcock in Nov. 1939. The southern “garden” portion of the property was part of the original
J.J. Smith 1880’s homestead.

2. The origin of the house goes back even further to a schoolhouse (possibly the 3rd Sisters school)
which was moved around 1912 from the property on which our Sisters City Hall now stands to
property in the area of the subject house. In its new location, the schoolhouse was used to hold
exhibits for the first Sisters Fair in October 1914. When the original house was built some of the
structure of that schoolhouse was used and  remains today.

3. The owner occupants of the house over its 77+ years include major logging company owners,
Maurice Hitchcock and Harold Barclay and business owners, Frank and Marie Conklin, who ran
the Conklin Guest House there.

4. This house, as many other structures in our town, date back to the early days of Sisters and exist
because their owners recognize their value and significance to the history of this town.

We appeal to the City of Sisters and the City Council to save this house from destruction like the
other historic structures that have sadly been lost in recent years.  These buildings cannot be
replaced once they are demolished.  With Sisters being the oldest town in Deschutes County, we
should respect and preserve the historic structures that remain today and recognize how they
enrich our Sisters community and economy.  The Sisters Vision states the importance to our
economy of year-round tourism and visitor attractions. Sisters’ history and its landmarks and
Museum are here year round and attract and entertain our visitors.  Let’s recognize them as the
real assets they are, instead of ignoring their importance.  In the Sisters Museum, we interact
with visitors who come to our town because they are interested in our history and respect our
dedication to honoring that history.

Ronni Duff
Board of Directors
Three Sisters Historical Society
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